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Since  Congress  passed,  and  President  Obama  signed,  the  American  Recovery  and  Reinvestment 
Act  of  2009  (ARRA)  nearly  2 years  ago,  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  has  worked  hard 
to  obligate  almost  100  percent  of  the  more  than  $310  million  appropriated  to  the  Bureau.  This 
investment,  in  a wide  range  of  programs  and  projects,  from  Florida  to  Alaska,  came  with  a daunting 
"to  do"  list  that  overnight  became  a major  priority  for  many  BLM  employees.  All  the  while,  these 
resourceful  employees  continued  to  accomplish  their  day-to-day  work  as  stewards  of  America's 
National  System  of  Public  Lands  under  the  BLM's  complex,  multiple-use  mandate. 

Today,  all  81 8 actions  that  were  required  by  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  with  respect  to 
ARRA  funding  have  been  completed.  In  addition,  nearly  half  of  the  659  BLM  ARRA  projects  were 
finished  approximately  a year  and  a half  after  Interior  Secretary  Salazar  first  highlighted  Department 
of  the  Interior  ARRA  initiatives  in  May  2009.  BLM  ARRA  project  categories  include  renewable  energy 
authorization;  habitat  restoration;  hazardous  fuels  reduction;  abandoned  well  and  mine  land 
reclamation;  road,  bridge,  and  trail  maintenance;  and  capital  improvements  and  deferred 
maintenance. 

I want  to  stress  that  the  benefits  from  ARRA  projects  are  shared,  and  I am  proud  to  say  that  BLM 
employees  rolled  up  their  sleeves  and  joined  a nationwide  effort  to  help  thousands  of  Americans 
who  were  hurting  from  one  of  our  Nation's  worst  economic  downturns  on  record.  ARRA  provided 
funding  to  create  an  estimated  3,350  jobs,  which  are  contributing  to  renewable  energy  development 
and  other  important  initiatives  and  which  are  helping  the  local  economies  of  communities  all  across 
the  West.  The  natural  and  cultural  resources  found  on  public  lands  have  also  benefited  greatly  from 
the  time  and  attention  spent  on  establishing  recreation  trails,  improving  infrastructure,  conducting 
cultural  inventories,  and  remediating  potential  hazards. 

While  the  BLM  has  helped  create  jobs  in  the  communities  our  employees  call  home,  we  have  more 
work  ahead  of  us.  BLM  employees  will  continue  to  monitor  and  inspect  projects  under  way  to  see 
them  through  to  completion.  In  the  BLM  way,  we  will  move  forward,  always  striving  for  a job  well  done. 

Robert  V.  Abbey 
Director 

September  30, 2010 
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EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY 


In  February  2009  President  Barack  Obama  signed 
the  American  Recovery  and  Reinvestment  Act  of 
2009  (ARRA/Recovery  Act)  to  jump-start  the  Nation's 
economy  through  investments  in  the  country's 
long-term  economic  health  and  the  creation  and 
strengthening  of  American  jobs.  The  Recovery  Act 
entrusted  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM) 
with  investing  more  than  $310  million  in  659  projects 
across  the  United  States.  As  of  September  201 0 the 
BLM  had  obligated  nearly  1 00  percent  of  ARRA  funds, 
and  nearly  half  the  projects  had  been  completed.  The 
estimated  3,350  jobs  made  possible  through  ARRA 
funding  have  helped  boost  the  economy  of  local 
communities  across  America. 

ARRA  has  provided  immense  benefits  to  the  National 
System  of  Public  Lands  as  well,  allowing  the  BLM 
to  complete  hundreds  of  projects  that  were  on 
the  agency's  high-priority  list.  ARRA  funding  has 
enabled  the  BLM  to  spur  development  of  the  Nation's 
renewable  energy  resources,  restore  rangelands, 
eradicate  weeds,  alleviate  numerous  safety  hazards, 
and  address  major  maintenance  and  construction 
backlogs — all  on  an  unprecedented  scale.  These  are 
significant  investments  that  will  pay  huge  dividends 
for  years  to  come,  and  they  would  not  have  been 
possible  on  this  scale  without  the  funding  provided 
by  ARRA. 

The  BLM,  an  agency  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
is  responsible  for  the  stewardship  of  more  than  245 
million  acres  of  America's  public  lands,  mostly  in  the 
Western  United  States  and  Alaska,  and  nearly  700 
million  acres  of  Federal  subsurface  mineral  estate.  The 
Bureau  manages  numerous  resources  under  multiple- 
use  mission  goals  that  range  from  energy  production, 
to  recreation,  to  natural,  historical,  and  cultural 
resource  management.  This  report  highlights  the 
BLM's  national  and  state-level  accomplishments  under 


NATIONAL  SUMMARY  OF  ARRA  PROJECTS  (by  location) 


State 

Total  Number 
of  Projects 

Total  Obligated 
September  30,2010 
($) 

Alaska 

32 

30,824,978 

Arizona 

50 

17,509,816 

California 

104 

38,326,640 

Colorado 

95 

20,765,840 

Eastern  States 

5 

2,637,818 

Idaho 

47 

11,815,377 

Montana/Dakotas 

70 

20,115,704 

Nevada 

51 

27,142,922 

New  Mexico 

38 

28,772,090 

Oregon/Washington 

68 

39,108,222 

Utah 

46 

33,898,167 

Wyoming 

40 

20,074,675 

WO/NOC/NIFC 

13 

17,308,512 

TOTAL 

659 

308,300,761  * 

* The  balance  of  $2,574,067  from  the  total  appropriated  amount  of  $310,874,828  is  funding 
contract  change  orders  for  contracts  that  were  awarded  before  the  end  of  Fiscal  Year  2010, 
that  did  not  change  the  scope  of  the  original  project,  and  that  constituted  a bona  fide  need. 


NATIONAL  SUMMARY  OF  ARRA  PROJECTS  (by  category) 


Project  Type 

Total 

Number  of 
Projects 

Total  Obligated 
September  30, 
2010  ($) 

Renewable  Energy  Authorization 

66 

44,337,579 

Capital  Improvement 

75 

50,420,811 

Deferred  Maintenance  - Construction 

123 

68,751,709 

Deferred  Maintenance  - MLR 

22 

10,206,987 

Habitat  Restoration 

146 

34,635,222 

Hazardous  Fuels 

18 

5,874,828 

Remediation  of  Abandoned  Mines 

76 

29,901,646 

Remediation  of  Abandoned  Wells 

1 

16,801,999 

Roads  and  Bridges 

Deferred  Maintenance 

52 

26,129,151 

Trails  Deferred  Maintenance 

80 

15,510,847 

Administrative  Support 

5,729,982 

Total 

659 

308,300,761  * 

* The  balance  of  $2,574,067  from  the  total  appropriated  amount  of  $310,874,828  is  funding 
contract  change  orders  for  contracts  that  were  awarded  before  the  end  of  Fiscal  Year  2010, 
that  did  not  change  the  scope  of  the  original  project,  and  that  constituted  a bona  fide  need. 
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ARRA  for  Fiscal  Year  201 0 and  provides  examples 
illustrating  the  variety  and  complexity  of  ARRA- 
funded  projects  in  the  following  categories: 

• Renewable  Energy  Authorization 

• Habitat  Restoration 

• Hazardous  Fuels  Reduction 

• Abandoned  Well  and  Mine  Land  Remediation 

• Road,  Bridge,  and  Trail  Maintenance  and 
Construction 

• Capital  Improvements  and  Deferred  Maintenance 

When  completed,  the  BLM's  ARRA  program  will  have 
supported  the  development  of  66  renewable  energy 
projects;  restoration  of  298,520  acres  of  wildlife 
habitat;  reduction  of  23,234  acres  of  hazardous  fuels; 
reclamation  of  more  than  900  mines;  rehabilitation  or 
creation  of  1 1,556  miles  of  trails,  546.6  miles  of  roads, 
and  1 6 bridges;  and  improvement  or  construction  of 
75  capital  projects  and  200  BLM  structures. 


Renewable  Energy 
Authorization  ($44.3  million) 

Investment  in  the  production,  development,  and 
delivery  of  clean,  renewable  energy  is  one  of  the 
highest  priorities  receiving  funding  under  ARRA.  The 
BLM  is  committed  to  the  Obama  administration's 
priority  of  increasing  and  diversifying  the  country's 
energy  portfolio  in  an  environmentally  responsible 
manner.  With  66  renewable  energy  projects 
completed  or  under  way,  the  BLM  is  improving  the 
processing  and  permitting  of  renewable  energy 
development  on  the  National  System  of  Public 
Lands.  America's  sustainable  energy  future  is  coming 
into  focus  through  the  BLM's  efforts  and  through 
innovative  thinking  across  the  emerging  renewable 
energy  industry. 

• The  BLM  has  used  ARRA  funds  to  contract  for 
detailed  environmental  analyses  of  24  potential 
solar  energy  zones  in  six  Western  States.  These 


analyses  will  help  the  BLM  identify  areas  with  the 
highest  potential  for  large-scale  development  and 
the  fewest  environmental  and  social  conflicts.  A 
Draft  Solar  Programmatic  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  will  be  completed  in  December  201 0. 

• Eleven  BLM  state  offices  have  collaborated 
to  improve  the  accuracy  of  the  Geographic 
Coordinate  Data  Base  (GCDB)  by  201 2. 

Information  stored  on  the  GCDB  provides  the 
renewable  energy  industry  with  updated,  verified, 
and  accurate  records  and  positional  information 
about  BLM  lands. 

• BLM-Wyoming  has  invested  approximately 
$3.3  million  in  numerous  projects,  including 
compilation  of  a "green  book,"  which  will  provide 
guidance  to  the  renewable  energy  industry  about 
development  of  renewable  energy  resources  on 
BLM-managed  public  lands  in  the  State. 

• In  addition,  the  BLM  has  prioritized  the  clearance 
of  renewable  energy  projects,  such  as  wind,  solar, 
and  geothermal  production,  to  help  renewable 
energy  producers  meet  deadlines  to  qualify  for 
ARRA  funding  assistance.  These  ARRA  funds,  while 
not  managed  by  the  BLM,  will  help  stimulate 
renewable  energy  development  on  BLM- 
managed  lands,  adding  to  the  Nation's  growing 
renewable  energy  portfolio.1 

Habitat  Restoration 

($34.6  million) 

Habitat  restoration  projects  funded  under  ARRA 
are  helping  to  protect  and  restore  habitat  for  the 
abundant  wildlife  that  depend  on  the  National  System 
of  Public  Lands.  Many  BLM  conservation  lands  and 
other  special  BLM  areas — including  Areas  of  Critical 
and  Environmental  Concern,  Special  Recreation 
Management  Areas,  Wildland  Urban  Interface  areas, 
and  riparian  areas — are  being  restored  with  ARRA 
funds. 

• In  the  Upper  Missouri  River  Breaks  National 
Monument,  located  in  central  Montana,  invasive 


1 Because  the  ARRA  funds  made  available  through  these  projects  were  not  BLM-managed,  they  are  not  included  in  BLM  ARRA  totals. 
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plants  were  addressed  through  two  restoration 
projects  supported  by  $78,000  in  ARRA  funding. 
Research  was  conducted  on  five  different  species 
of  biological  control  insects  for  invasive  plants 
found  across  Montana  through  a partnership  with 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  biological 
control  insects  were  released  on  the  monument. 
Another  project  treated  more  than  500  acres 
of  invasive  Russian  olive  stands  to  allow  native 
plants  to  reestablish. 

• Using  $120,000  of  ARRA  funding,  BLM-Alaska's 
Unalakleet  River  and  Salmon  Lake  Invasive  Plant 
Species  Management  and  Education  Project 
employed  both  young  people  and  adults  from 
local  villages  to  combat  the  introduction  and 
spread  of  nonnative  invasive  plants  threatening 
the  village's  subsistence  lifestyle. 

• Contract  employees  are  currently  improving  and 
restoring  more  than  1 0,000  acres  of  sage-grouse 
habitat  destroyed  by  wildfires  during  the  past  20 
years  in  the  BLM-Nevada's  Elko  District. 


Hazardous  Fuels  Reduction 

($5.9  million) 

Many  Western  communities  are  dealing  with  a 
dangerous  buildup  of  vegetation — dense  forests 
and  shrublands  that  could  fuel  large,  catastrophic 
wildfires.  The  BLM  has  used  ARRA  funds  to  complete 
important  fire  fuels  reduction  projects  in  Arizona, 
California,  Idaho,  New  Mexico,  and  Utah.  Removing 
hazardous  fuels  and  creating  fuel  breaks  not  only 
helps  protect  local  communities,  it  enhances  wildlife 
habitat  and  water  quality,  creates  local  jobs,  and 
provides  firewood  and  biomass  to  local  businesses 
and  residents. 

• BLM-ldaho  used  ARRA  funds  to  thin,  prune,  and 
pile  overgrown  vegetation  on  150  acres  in  the  Elk 
City  transportation  corridor,  near  home  sites  as 
well  as  habitat  for  mule  deer,  elk,  and  moose. 

• In  Arizona  thousands  of  acres  of  rare  grasslands 
at  the  BLM's  Las  Cienegas  National  Conservation 
Area  are  being  restored  under  an  ARRA-funded 
thinning  project  to  reduce  mesquite  invasions. 
This  effort  is  part  of  a larger  $1.8  million  ARRA 
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contract  that  also  provides  for  cultural  resource 
inventories  on  nearly  10,000  acres. 


Abandoned  Well  and  Mine  Land 
Remediation  ($46.7  million) 

Safety  of  the  public  land  user  is  of  foremost  concern 
to  the  BLM,  and  ARRA  funding  has  helped  the  Bureau 
make  significant  progress  toward  eliminating  hazards 
posed  by  abandoned  wells  and  mines.  A total  of 
945  abandoned  mines  and  one  abandoned  well  are 
being  remediated  or  have  undergone  remediation 
with  ARRA  funds.  The  BLM  based  its  project  selection 
decisions  on  potential  safety  hazards,  proximity  to 
public  places,  and  use  patterns,  with  high-use  areas 
receiving  priority  (for  example,  trails,  designated  off- 
highway  vehicle  areas,  and  picnic  areas). 

• In  the  Medford  District  of  BLM-Oregon/ 
Washington  temporary  seasonal  crews  located, 
surveyed,  and  prioritized  for  remediation  more 
than  400  abandoned  mine  sites  representing 
1,500  features.  A Geographic  Information  System 
layer  is  also  being  developed  to  identify  hazards, 
which  will  be  used  to  protect  the  public  and 
BLM  employees  during  wildland  fires  or  natural 
resource  inventory  and  planning  activities. 

• The  Drew  Point  Well  in  Alaska  has  been 
threatened  by  coastal  erosion  from  the  Beaufort 
Sea  ever  since  it  was  drilled  in  1 978.  Under  a 
major  ARRA-funded  project,  the  BLM  plugged  the 
well  and  removed  harmful  contaminants  from  the 
reserve  pit. 

• In  an  effort  spanning  three  Colorado  counties,  the 
War  Eagle  Mine  Closure  project  employed  local 
workers  to  backfill  and  add  bat  gates  to  21  unsafe 
mine  openings. 


Road,  Bridge,  and  Trail  Maintenance 
and  Construction  ($41 .6  million) 

The  BLM  is  responsible  for  more  than  40,000  miles 
of  roads,  850  bridges,  and  thousands  of  miles  of 
trails  under  the  National  System  of  Public  Lands, 
including  more  than  1 8,000  miles  of  scenic,  historic, 
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and  recreational  trails.  ARRA-funded  projects  have 
improved  or  constructed  a total  of  1 1 ,556  miles  of 
trails,  546.6  miles  of  roads,  and  1 6 bridges  through 
such  efforts  as  the  following: 

• Using  $385,000,  employing  college  interns  from 
the  Utah  Conservation  Corps,  and  enlisting 
volunteers  from  the  Boy  Scouts,  partner  groups, 
and  the  local  community,  the  BLM-Utah's  Kanab 
Field  Office  installed  transportation  route  markers 
on  more  than  2,000  route  intersections  within  a 
network  of  1 ,400  miles  of  designated  motorized 
routes. 

• In  Idaho  $497,000  in  ARRA  funds  enabled 
the  BLM  to  gravel  a 22-mile  road  through  the 
Morley  Nelson  Snake  River  Birds  of  Prey  National 
Conservation  Area,  encouraging  use  of  this  route 
and  protecting  wildlife.  Using  $463,000  the  BLM 
also  realigned  and  reconstructed  the  Chinese 
Peak  Road,  a heavily  traveled  route  leading  to 

12  communications  sites. 

• To  increase  the  efficiency  and  cost-effectiveness 
of  road  repairs,  the  BLM  has  stockpiled  crushed 
rock  at  locations  across  the  Roseburg  District  in 
Oregon,  home  to  a thousand  miles  of  roads  used 
for  recreation,  fire  control,  resource  management, 
and  timberland  activities. 


Capital  Improvements  and 
Deferred  Maintenance 

($129.4  million) 

Critical  repairs  and  improvements  are  being  made 
to  BLM  facilities  used  by  visitors  to  and  employees 
of  the  National  System  of  Public  Lands.  Capital 
improvements  include  increasing  energy  efficiency, 
building  new  facilities  to  meet  visitor  demand,  and 
replacing  deficient  communications  towers.  For 
example: 

• A photovoltaic  system  was  installed  at  the  BLM- 
Colorado's  Grand  Junction  Air  Center  for  $1 28,000. 
Not  only  will  the  project  reduce  electricity  costs 
and  save  taxpayer  money  over  the  long  term;  it 
also  provided  employment  to  local  workers  from 
Montrose  and  Golden. 

• BLM-Utah's  LEED-certified  Fillmore  Office  Building 
has  replaced  a 30-year-old  structure  and  yielded 

a 50  percent  energy  savings  over  a minimally 
code  compliant  building.  The  project  used  $2.9 
million  in  ARRA  funds  and  includes  such  efficiency 
features  as  high-performance  glazing,  HVAC 
equipment,  energy  efficient  lighting,  and  grid- 
connected  photovoltaics. 
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BLM-NATIONAL  LEVEL 

ARRA  PROJECT  HIGHLIGHTS 


Some  ARRA  projects  were  managed  at  a national  level, 
many  of  which  involved  work  in  more  than  one  State. 
Some  of  these  national-level  projects  were  funded 
out  of  ARRA  money  allocated  to  the  States.  Others 
were  funded  from  money  allocated  to  the  National 
Operations  Center  or  National  Interagency  Fire  Center 
(NIFC).  The  Seeds  of  Success  project  was  funded  with 
ARRA  dollars  allocated  to  the  Washington  Office.  A 
few  of  these  national-level  projects  are  described 
below.  For  more  information,  visit  www.blm.gov. 

A major  effort  of  the  BLM's  Washington  Office  in  2010 
was  to  focus  on  the  review  and  clearance  of  renewable 
energy  projects — such  as  wind,  solar,  and  geothermal 
production — to  help  renewable  energy  producers  meet 
deadlines  to  qualify  for  ARRA  funds  through  other 
government  agencies.  These  "fast-track"  renewable 
energy  projects  received  full  environmental  reviews 
by  the  BLM,  as  required  by  the  National  Environmental 
Protection  Act.  The  ARRA  funds  that  will  go  to 
support  the  development  of  these  projects,  while  not 
allocated  by  the  BLM,  will  help  stimulate  renewable 
energy  development  on  BLM-managed  lands,  adding 
to  the  Nation's  growing  renewable  energy  portfolio. 


Renewable  Energy  Projects 

Records  Update  and  Verification 

National  Operations  Center 


The  BLM  is  supporting  renewable  energy 
development  through  improvements  to  the 
Geographic  Coordinate  Data  Base  (GCDB),  a collection 
of  geographic  information  representing  the  Public 
Land  Survey  System  and  some  additional  surveys 
of  the  United  States.  Eleven  BLM  state  offices  have 
embarked  on  a national  project  for  updating  this 
database  in  order  to  provide  clients  with  current, 
verified,  and  accurate  records  and  positional 
information  about  BLM-managed  lands — data  that 
will  accelerate  the  public  lands  leasing  process. 

Made  possible  with  $18.6  million  in  ARRA  funds,  the 
project  comprises  55  individual  tasks  and  is  expected 
to  be  completed  in  201 2. To  accomplish  project  goals, 
the  BLM  is  relying  on  local  surveyors,  realty  experts, 
and  land  law  examiners  in  the  West  and  providing 
much  needed  work  to  these  local  personnel. 
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Habitat  Restoration 

Seeds  of  Success 

Washington  Office 

With  ARRA  funding  of  $1 .26  million,  the  BLM  and  the 
Chicago  Botanic  Garden's  Conservation  and  Land 
Management  Internship  Program  hired  interns  to 
collect  and  preserve  native  seeds  for  the  Seeds  of 
Success  program.  These  interns,  mostly  age  25  and 
under,  joined  hundreds  of  other  collectors  around  the 
country  in  efforts  to  conserve  plant  diversity  before 
it  may  become  lost.  Native  seeds  help  maintain  and 
restore  resilient  plant  communities,  which  provide  the 
foundation  for  fish,  wildlife,  and  pollinator  habitats 
that  are  essential  to  the  ecological  services  on  which 
we  depend  (such  as  clean  water,  clean  air,  and  food 
production).  Native  seed  banking  has  become 
increasingly  important  in  a changing  climate. 

The  BLM  leads  the  Seeds  of  Success  program  under 
the  congressionally  mandated  Native  Plant  Materials 
Development  Program,  which  represents  Federal 
and  non-Federal  organizations  with  shared  interests 
in  native  seeds.  The  program  began  in  2000  and  has 
established  more  than  1 0,000  collections  and  seed- 
banked  in  excess  of  10  percent  of  all  U.S.  flora. 

Renewable  Energy  Projects 

Solar  Energy  Studies 

Washington  Office 


In  2009  Interior  Secretary  Ken  Salazar  issued 
Secretarial  Order  3825,  making  renewable  energy 


one  of  the  highest  priorities  for  the  Department  of 
the  Interior.  The  order  called  for  the  BLM  to  identify 
and  prioritize  locations  best  suited  for  large-scale 
production  of  solar  energy,  to  accelerate  the  process 
of  bringing  renewable  energy  to  users. 

Working  with  field  officials,  the  BLM  identified  24  tracts 
with  high  potential  for  solar  energy  development  to 
receive  in-depth  environmental  analysis. Totaling 
670,000  acres,  the  tracts  are  located  in  Arizona, 
California,  Colorado,  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  and  Utah. 
With  ARRA  funding,  the  BLM  has  awarded  a $9.9  million 
contract  to  Argonne  National  Laboratory  for  the 
environmental  analysis,  which  will  include  consideration 
of  the  impacts  on  various  species,  habitats,  cultural 
resources,  sacred  landscapes,  and  other  environmental 
concerns.  Otak,  Inc.  was  awarded  a $1.5  million 
contract  for  visual  resource  inventories  and  information. 


Habitat  Restoration 

Ecoregional  Assessments 

National  Operations  Center 


/ 


The  BLM's  National  Operations  Center  (NOC)  awarded 
ARRA  contracts  to  conduct  Rapid  Ecoregional 
Assessments  (REAs)  in  the  Central  Great  Basin, 

Mojave  Desert,  Sonoran  Desert,  and  Colorado 
Plateau.  REAs — evaluations  of  conditions  and  causes 
of  change  in  ecoregions — are  used  to  support 
decisionmaking  about  conservation,  adaptation, 
and  restoration  efforts  at  a landscape  level.  The  four 
ARRA-funded  projects,  funded  at  a total  of  about 
$2.8  million,  are  located  in  States  with  high  potential 
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for  renewable  energy  (Arizona,  California,  Colorado, 
Nevada,  and  Utah).  These  assessments  will  provide 
key  information  relevant  to  planning  for  renewable 
energy  development,  anticipating  climate  change, 
and  suppressing  wildland  fires. 


Roads  Improved/Constructed 

Federal  Highways  Agreements 

National  Operations  Center 

Using  $15  million  in  ARRA  funding,  the  BLM's  National 
Operations  Center  administered  Interagency 
Agreements  with  the  Federal  Highway  Administration 
(FHWA)  for  the  repair  of  roads  in  Arizona,  California, 
Nevada,  New  Mexico,  and  Wyoming. The  FHWA 
employed  local  contractors  to  perform  the  work,  which 
included  re-grading  and  re-graveling  roads  on  BLM- 
managed  lands.  The  BLM  selected  projects  based  on  the 
scope  of  work  that  could  be  completed  by  the  FHWA. 
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Renewable  Energy  Projects 

Energy  Savings 
Performance  Contract 

National  Operations  Center 


ARRA  has  funded  the  third  phase  of  the  Energy  Savings 
Performance  Contract  (ESPC)  with  $17  million  to 
increase  energy  efficiency  in  BLM  facilities.  This  work  will 
help  produce  774.5  kilowatts  of  solar  energy  at  20  sites 
and  100  kilowatts  of  wind  energy  at  the  BLM-Wyoming 
Rawlins  Field  Office.  Other  ESPC  initiatives  include  the 
installation  of  programmable  thermostats,  efficient 
heating  and  cooling  systems,  and  energy-saving 
windows  and  insulation,  as  well  as  the  adoption  of 
water  conservation  measures  at  36  BLM  sites.  The  first 
two  phases  of  the  ESPC  reduced  the  BLM's  energy  use 
by  22  percent,  with  annual  savings  of  $390,000. The 
BLM  received  the  Presidential  Award  for  Leadership 
in  Federal  Energy  Management  in  2007  for  this  work. 
Current  ARRA-funded  projects  are  expected  to  save 
the  BLM  $750,000  annually  when  completed  in  201 2. 


Abandoned  Mines  Addressed 

Field  Validation 

National  Operations  Center 

The  Abandoned  Mine  Lands  Project,  which  is  being 
conducted  with  $750,000  of  ARRA  funding,  will  help 
the  BLM  address  public  safety  hazards  created  by 
past  mining  activities  on  lands  now  administered  by 
the  Bureau.  Abandoned  mine  sites  present  a range 
of  safety  challenges,  including  open  shafts,  adits 
(entries),  and  unsafe  buildings,  as  well  as  chemical 
and  natural  environmental  hazards.  While  abandoned 
mine  site  assessment  is  ongoing  at  the  BLM,  this 
particular,  ARRA-funded  project  will  continue  into 
201 2.  It  is  specifically  designed  to  update  and 
augment  the  Bureau's  Abandoned  Mine-Site  Cleanup 
Module  database  as  a result  of  field  visits  to  collect, 
validate,  and  correct  information. 


Deferred  Maintenance 

Energy  Efficiency  Projects 

National  Interagency  Fire  Center 

With  four  projects  and 
a combined  $2.8  mil- 
lion ARRA  investment, 
the  National  Inter- 
agency Fire  Center  has 
become  a more  energy 
efficient  and  green 
facility.  The  most  significant  of  the  projects  was  the 
demolition  of  an  old,  unused  barracks  building  and 
in  its  place  the  construction  of  a new  office  building 
designed  to  meet  high  environmental  and  efficiency 
standards.  More  than  95  percent  of  the  demolished 
building  was  recycled  into  other  products  and  materi- 
als. Other  projects  included  upgrades  to  power  and 
heating  and  ventilation  systems  to  provide  greater 
efficiencies.  The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  is  the 
owner  and  managing  partner  of  the  NIFC  site. 
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BLM-ALASKA 

ARRA  PROJECT  HIGHLIGHTS 


BLM-Alaska  is  working  on  32  projects  funded  by 
more  than  $30  million  in  ARRA  dollars.  While  the 
State  has  focused  on  well  plugging  and  abandoned 
mine  remediation,  ARRA  is  also  funding  projects 
in  other  categories,  such  as  rehabilitating  and 
upgrading  recreation  areas,  retrofitting  buildings 
and  equipment  for  increased  energy  efficiency,  and 
restoring  hiking  and  motorized  trails  within  the  BLM's 
National  Landscape  Conservation  System  and  Special 
Management  Areas.  Described  in  more  detail  below 
are  examples  of  just  a few  of  the  BLM's  major  ARRA 
projects  in  Alaska.  For  more  information  on  these  and 
other  BLM  ARRA  projects,  visit  us  at  www.blm.gov. 


subsistence  lifestyle.  Using  $120,000  of  ARRA  funding, 
BLM-Alaska  hired  young  people  from  local  villages 
to  learn  and  participate  in  the  study;  local  adults 
provided  logistical  support  for  the  field  work. 

Participants  inventoried  300  acres  and  restored 
3 acres  of  habitat  by  removing  nonnative,  invasive 
plants.  The  educational  value  of  this  effort  will  be 
realized  throughout  these  communities  not  only 
in  the  short  term  but  also  for  years  to  come,  as  the 
project  increased  residents' awareness  of  invasive 
plants  and  their  effect  on  subsistence  resources. 


Habitat  Restoration 

Salmon  Lake/Unalakleet  Invasive  Plant 
Species  Management  and  Education 

Anchorage  Field  Office 


The  Unalakleet  River  and  Salmon  Lake  Invasive 
Plant  Species  Management  and  Education  Project 
brought  together  youth  and  members  of  academia, 
government,  and  a couple  of  small,  rural  Alaskan 
villages  to  combat  the  introduction  and  spread  of 
nonnative,  invasive  plants  threatening  the  Alaska 


Abandoned  Mines  Addressed 

Red  Devil  Mine  Remediation 

Anchorage  Field  Office 

ARRA  funding  enabled 
the  Anchorage  Field 
Office  to  conduct 
petroleum  spill 
investigation  and 
hazardous  waste 
remediation  at  the  Red 
Devil  Mine.  Located 
on  the  banks  of  the  Kuskokwim  River,  approximately 
250  miles  west  of  Anchorage,  the  site  is  an  abandoned 
cinnabar  mine  and  mercury  processing  facility  that 
operated  from  1 933  until  1 971 . 

The  BLM  contracted  to  remediate  the  stockpiled 
soil  and  investigate  the  impacts  of  the  residual 
spilled  petroleum.  Approximately  3,000  cubic  yards 
of  petroleum-contaminated  soils  was  placed  in  a 
landspread  remediation  cell,  where  it  will  remain  until 
cleanup  level  is  achieved  through  enhanced  natural 
attenuation.  The  contractor  also  conducted  cleanup  of 
a leaking  "orphan"drum  of  petroleum  and  is  removing 
a mining  explosives  "powder  house"  discovered  in 
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the  course  of  performing  the  other  tasks.  A total  of 
$650,000  was  used  in  the  fuel  spill  remediation,  and 
$1.2  million  funded  the  hazardous  waste  removal. 


Abandoned  Wells  Addressed 

Drew  Point  Well 
Remediation  and  Plugging 

Alaska  State  Office 


The  Drew  Point  Well,  an  exploratory  well  drilled  by 
the  U.S.  Geological  Survey  in  1 978,  has  long  been 
threatened  by  coastal  erosion  from  the  Beaufort  Sea. 
Primary  project  goals  were  to  plug  and  abandon 
the  well  and  remediate  the  reserve  pit  of  harmful 
contaminants. The  project  accomplished  both  goals: 
13,500  gallons  of  diesel  fuel  was  removed  from  the 
wellbore  prior  to  plugging,  and  approximately  5,000 
cubic  yards  of  petroleum-contaminated  mud  was 
removed  from  the  reserve  pit. The  wellbore  was  cut 
off  1 0 feet  below  the  surface  so  it  would  not  pose  a 
navigational  hazard.  Contaminated  muds  were  hauled 
35  miles  overland  from  Drew  Point  to  a disposal  site. 
The  project  used  $16.8  million  in  ARRA  funding. 


Facilities  Improved/Completed 

Iditarod  National  Historic  Trail 
Safety  Shelters  Development 

Anchorage  Field  Office 

Led  by  the  Anchorage  Field  Office,  the  ARRA-funded 
installation  of  four  new  safety  shelters  on  remote, 
uninhabited  sections  of  the  Iditarod  National  Historic 
Trail  provided  vital  income  and  job  skills  training  for 


often  underemployed 
rural  Alaskan  youth.  To 
complete  the  project, 
the  BLM  partnered 
with  the  Youth 
Restoration  Corps  for 
crew  management, 
collaborated  with  local 
communities  for  site  selection  and  permitting,  and 
managed  more  than  400  remote  helicopter  and  fixed- 
wing  aircraft  flights  transporting  a hundred  tons  of 
materials  to  and  from  remote  job  sites. 

Project  funding  totaled  $793,000  and  generated 
economic  activity  in  the  building  supply,  aviation,  fuel, 
retail,  and  visitor  accommodation  sectors  of  the  rural 
Alaskan  economy.  The  safety  shelters,  which  have  an 
anticipated  life  span  of  half  a century,  are  expected  to 
be  a long-term  asset  for  rural  Alaskans. 


Bridges  Improved/Constructed 

Campbell  Tract  Bridge 
Extension  and  Riparian  Restoration 

Anchorage  Field  Office 


Recovery  Act  funding 
in  the  amount  of 
$322,000  supported 
the  replacement  of  the 
Campbell  Tract  Bridge. 
This  pedestrian  route 
is  located  at  the  BLM's 
Campbell  Tract  Loop 

National  Recreation  Trail  and  Campbell  Creek  Science 
Center,  a recreation  site  and  environmental  education 
center  in  Anchorage. 


The  project  enhanced  access  and  public  safety, 
decreased  maintenance  costs,  and  preserved  a free- 
flowing  waterway  while  promoting  a more  natural 
ecological  process  for  the  riparian  habitat.  Work 
benefited  local  businesses,  including  steel  workers, 
land  surveyors,  heavy  equipment  operators,  an 
engineering  company,  and  a construction  business. 
The  BLM  donated  the  old  bridge  to  the  Youth 
Restoration  Corps  for  use  at  a popular  river  fishing 
area  on  public  land. 
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BLM-ARIZONA 

ARRA  PROJECT  HIGHLIGHTS 


Approximately  $17  million  in  ARRA  funding  is 
enabling  BLM-Arizona  to  work  on  50  projects. 

Some  of  these  projects  facilitate  renewable  energy 
development  (especially  solar  energy  development) 
on  public  lands  in  the  State.  Additional  projects 
include  habitat  restoration,  hazardous  fuels  reduction 
(for  example,  mesquite  removal),  abandoned  mine 
remediation,  and  trail  construction  and  repairs.  A few 
projects  are  described  in  more  detail  below.  For  more 
information  on  these  and  other  ARRA-funded  efforts 
by  the  BLM,  visit  us  at  www.blm.gov. 


will  study  characteristics  across  sites  to  determine 
what  makes  a site  most  suitable  for  renewable  energy 
projects  (such  as  proximity  to  transmission  lines).  A 
$1.4  million  contract  has  begun;  a final  EIS  and  record 
of  decision  are  expected  in  early  201 2. 

Capital  Improvements 

Virgin  River  Campground  Accessibility 
and  Other  Improvements 

Arizona  Strip  Field  Office 


Renewable  Energy  Projects 

Restoration  Design  Energy  Project 

Arizona  State  Office 


were  once  used  for 
mining,  farming,  or  garbage  disposal.  The  resulting 
programmatic  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS) 


The  popular  Virgin  River  Canyon  Recreation  Area  is 
located  in  northwestern  Arizona.  With  ARRA  funds 
in  the  amount  of  $61 9,000,  the  BLM  has  installed  a 
solar-powered  system  that  will  provide  an  estimated 
75  percent  of  the  electricity  used  in  campground 
operations.  In  addition,  the  project  will  improve 
accessibility  within  the  75-site  campground  and 
day-use  area  to  meet  accessibility  standards  for  trails, 
campsites,  picnic  facilities,  and  comfort  stations. 
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Abandoned  Mines  Addressed 

Swansea  Mine 

Colorado  River  District  Office 


The  Swansea  Mine 
Project  in  La  Paz 
County  used  $192,000 
in  ARRA  funds  to 
construct  two  bat- 
friendly  gates  for 
adit  (entry)  closures 
and  nine  bat-friendly 
cupolas  for  mine  shaft  closures.  It  also  filled  in 
nine  test  pits/shafts  to  reduce  public  safety  risks 
and  protect  sensitive  wildlife  habitat  and  cultural 
resources.  The  Swansea  Townsite,  which  was  home 
to  five  hundred  people  in  the  early  20th  century,  is 
eligible  for  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  and 
is  a favorite  destination  of  winter  visitors.  The  project 
was  completed  in  August  2010. 


Hazardous  Fuels  Reduction 

Las  Cienegas  Grassland 
Restoration  Project 

Tucson  Field  Office 


Loss  of  grassland  to  mesquite  woodlands  and  other 
plants  has  reduced  habitat  for  pronghorn  antelope 
and  other  grassland  species,  led  to  erosion,  and 
reduced  watershed  function  in  the  Las  Cienegas 


National  Conservation  Area  nearTucson.  Using  $1.8 
million  in  ARRA  funding,  however,  contracts  for 
mechanical  thinning  of  mesquite  woodlands  are 
expected  to  clear  3,557  acres,  while  cultural  surveys 
are  expected  to  result  in  a Class  III  (Intensive)  Cultural 
Resource  Inventory  for  9,939  acres.  Project  work  is 
also  helping  restore  rare  grasslands  and  eliminate  fire 
danger  posed  by  woody  encroachment. 

Contracts  are  providing  employment  for  heavy 
equipment  contractors  and  archaeological  firms.  In 
addition,  a crew  of  young  adults  was  hired  to  treat  196 
acres  of  mesquite  in  areas  inaccessible  by  equipment. 


Trails  Improved/Constructed 

Black  Canyon 
National  Recreation  Trail 

Phoenix  District  Office 


The  Black  Canyon 
National  Recreation 
Trail  is  a heavily 
used  79-mile 
corridor  located  just 
outside  the  Phoenix 
metropolitan  area. 
Thanks  to  $420,000 
in  Recovery  Act 
funding,  youth  crews 
have  continued  the 
reconstruction  work 
begun  by  hundreds  of  volunteers  to  improve  portions 
of  the  trail.  To  date,  they  have  devoted  more  than 
5,600  hours  to  the  project.  Along  with  the  work 
performed  under  a separate  construction  contract, 
they  have  maintained  and  connected  54  miles  of  the 
trail.  Work  will  be  completed  in  the  winter  of  201 0. 
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ARRA 


BLM-CALIFORNIA 

PROJECT  HIGHLIGHTS 


More  than  1 00  projects  are  under  way  or  have  been 
completed  in  the  State  as  a result  of  $38  million  in 
ARRA  funding.  Work  has  emphasized  renewable  energy 
development,  abandoned  mine  remediation,  and 
deferred  maintenance.  For  example,  a statewide  project 
installed  photovoltaic  solar  power  at  1 7 BLM  facilities. 
BLM-California  is  also  correcting  safety  issues  associated 
with  abandoned  mines,  focusing  on  popular  off-highway 
vehicle  areas.  ARRA  is  funding  habitat  restoration  and 
road,  bridge,  and  trail  improvements  on  public  lands  in 
California  as  well.  The  following  illustrations  of  ARRA- 
funded  projects  provide  details  on  some  of  the  major  BLM 
efforts  in  the  State.  For  more  information  about  these 
and  other  BLM  ARRA  projects,  visit  us  at  www.blm.gov. 


bicyclists,  runners,  and  equestrians.  The  trail  is  also 
part  of  the  annual  Bizz  Johnson  Marathon  route. 

Approximately  90  feet  of  the  bridge  had  a wooden 
superstructure  before  a wildfire  destroyed  it  in  2000. 
Because  funding  for  repairs  was  not  available  until 
ARRA,  the  trestle  remained  inaccessible  for  1 0 years. 
Restoration  was  accomplished  under  an  agreement 
with  the  Federal  Highway  Administration. 

Facilities  Improved/Completed 

Piedras  Blancas  Light  Station 
Fuel  Storage  Building 

Bakersfield  Field  Office 


Bridges  Improved/Constructed 

Bizz  Johnson  Trail  Bridge  No.  9 

Eagle  Lake  Field  Office 


With  ARRA  funding  of  nearly  $1.8  million,  BLM- 
California  restored  the  iconic  270-foot  Bridge  No.  9 on 
the  Bizz  Johnson  National  Recreation  Trail  in  Lassen 
County.  This  scenic  and  popular  trail  draws  many 
visitors,  and  the  1 91 3-era  railroad  trestle  provides 
a dramatic  crossing  over  the  Susan  River  for  hikers, 


BLM-California  dedicated  $78,000  in  ARRA  funding  to 
restoring  the  historic  Fuel  Oil  House  at  the 
Piedras  Blancas  Light  Station  Outstanding  Natural 
Area,  located  just  north  of  San  Simeon  on  the  central 
coast  of  California.  Funds  were  used  to  replace  a 
concrete  roof,  repair  concrete  exterior  damage, 
and  fabricate  a metal  door.  Project  work,  which  was 
accomplished  through  a local  contractor,  has  many 
safety  benefits  and  is  a major  step  in  restoring  the 
historic  Light  Station  for  future  generations  to  enjoy. 
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Deferred  Maintenance 

Briceburg  Water  System 
Replacement 

Mother  Lode  Field  Office 

The  Briceburg  Water  System  Replacement  project 
received  $102,000  in  ARRA  funding  to  install  a new 
water  distribution  system  that  meets  the  public  health 
code  and  provides  water  from  a new  well.  The  public 
health  project  is  located  in  the  Briceburg  area,  a much 
frequented  recreation  destination  in  the  BLM's  Merced 
River  Recreation  Area. 


Abandoned  Mines  Addressed 

Archer  Mine  Site 
Cleanup  and  Restoration 

Hollister  Field  Office 

Mining  waste  at  an 
abandoned  mercury 
mine  in  Fresno  County 
has  been  removed 
with  ARRA  funds 
totaling  $70,800. The 
project  was  completed 
in  the  spring  of  2010 
at  the  Archer  Mercury  Mine,  near  the  Clear  Creek 
Management  Area. 

A minority-owned  southern  California  company 
managed  the  project,  subcontracting  cleanup  work 
to  an  environmental  remediation  firm.  Workers 
demolished  residential  structures,  removed  more 
than  75  tires,  and  recycled  1 00  cubic  yards  of  scrap 
metal.  Even  more  significant,  they  removed  50  tons 
of  contaminated  mercury  mine  waste  to  prevent 
the  waste  from  entering  White  Creek,  where  it  could 
have  affected  cattle,  wildlife,  and  local  residents 
downstream. 


Hazardous  Fuels  Reduction 

Shasta  Wildland/Urban  Partnerships 

Redding  Field  Office 


BLM-California  is  using  $21 3,000  in  ARRA  funds  to 
reduce  fire  risk  to  public  and  private  lands  through 
fuels  treatments  and  biomass  utilization,  while 
providing  rural  economic  opportunities  through 
implementation  of  Community  Wildfire  Protection 
Plans.  For  example,  the  BLM  partnered  with  the 
Western  Shasta  County  Resource  Conservation  District 
to  administer  an  $84,000  project  on  a 1 00-acre  area 
prone  to  high-intensity  fire  in  the  highest-density 
urban  interface  zone  within  the  BLM's  jurisdiction  in 
Shasta  County.  Treatments  will  reduce  fire  fuels  within 
a half  mile  of  more  than  1 00  homes.  The  project, 
contracted  to  the  California  Conservation  Corps,  is 
also  expected  to  produce  1 ,1 00  tons  of  biomass. 
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BLM- 

ARRA  PROJECT 


BLM-Colorado  is  working  on  more  than  90  projects 
supported  by  ARRA  funds  of  more  than  $20  million. 
With  almost  half  of  the  money  invested  in  capital 
improvements  and  deferred  maintenance  projects, 
the  BLM  has  installed  solar-powered  systems  to 
supplement  or  replace  existing  systems  and  has 
repaired  roads,  bridges,  and  trails.  Other  priorities 
include  abandoned  mine  site  remediation,  renewable 
energy  projects,  and  habitat  restoration,  including  a 
Youth  Corps  project  to  remove  tamarisk  (an  invasive 
shrub).  More  detailed  examples  of  BLM  ARRA  projects 
in  Colorado  are  provided  below.  For  additional 
information  on  these  and  other  BLM  ARRA  projects, 
visit  us  at  www.blm.gov. 


Trails  Improved/Constructed 

Gunnison  Gorge  National 
Conservation  Area  Sidewinder  Trail 

Southwest  District  Office 


Located  in  southwest  Colorado,  the  Gunnison  Gorge 
National  Conservation  Area  (NCA)  has  used  $204,000 
in  ARRA  funding  to  plan  and  construct  20  miles  of  the 
SidewinderTrail,  a multiple-use  trail  along  the  NCA's 
western  slope. 


COLORADO 

HIGHLIGHTS 


The  project  also  closed  or  rehabilitated 
nondesignated  trails  and  routes  and  unsustainable 
spur  roads,  in  addition  to  addressing  heavily  impacted 
sheep  grazing  sites  and  other  off-route  areas  affected 
by  motorized  and  mechanized  travel.  Crews  used 
a combination  of  signs,  rock  and  fence  barricades, 
and  road  ripping  and  seeding  to  rehabilitate  3 miles 
of  routes  and  more  than  20  acres  of  affected  areas. 
Members  of  the  Colorado  Youth  Corps  Association 
participated  in  this  work. 


Abandoned  Mines  Addressed 

War  Eagle  Mine  Closure 

Southwest  and  Front  Range  District  Offices 


A long 
history  of 
mining 
has  left  a 
legacy  of 
unsafe  mine 
openings 
across 

Colorado  and 
the  West.  The  most  significant  types  of  abandoned 
mine  hazards  on  public  lands  are  open  shafts  and 
adits  (entries).  The  War  Eagle  Mine  Closure  Project 
sought  not  only  to  protect  visitors  to  public  lands 
from  such  hazards  but  also  to  protect  bat  habitat  in 
the  abandoned  mines.  ARRA  funds  supported  these 
goals  in  the  three-county  project  area  (including 
Hinsdale,  Gunnsion,  and  Saguache  counties),  which 
experiences  a high  volume  of  summer  recreational 
use.  Popular  activities  include  scenic  driving, 
mountain  and  rock  climbing,  heritage  touring, 
mountain  biking,  fishing,  and  off-highway  vehicle 
riding.  The  $30,000  in  Recovery  Act  funding  employed 
local  workers,  who  backfilled  and  used  bat  gates  to 
secure  21  unsafe  openings  in  the  project  area. 


Before  After 
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Capital  Improvements 

New  Solar  Energy  System  at 
Grand  Junction  Air  Center 

Northwest  District  Office 


Deferred  Maintenance 

Mud  Springs  Campground 
Reconstruction 

Northwest  District  Office 


To  reduce  its  carbon  footprint,  the  Upper  Colorado 
Interagency  Fire  Management  Unit  recently  installed  a 
photovoltaic  system  at  the  Grand  Junction  Air  Center, 
using  $1 28,000  of  Recovery  Act  funding.  Workers  from 
Montrose  and  Golden  completed  the  new  system, 
which  can  generate  more  than  55,000  kilowatt  hours 
of  electrical  power  each  year. 


BLM-Colorado's 
Grand  Junction  Field 
Office  renovated 
the  Mud  Springs 
Campground  near 
Glade  Park,  thanks 
to  $11 6,000  in  ARRA 
funding.  More  than 
1,000  visitors  used 
the  Mud  Springs 
Campground  last 
summer.  Renovations 
included  enhanced 
surface  drainage, 
resurfaced  and  re- 
graded roads  and  parking,  upgraded  and  accessible 
picnic  tables,  and  a new  fence  to  keep  livestock  out 
of  the  campground.  Workers  from  Grand  Junction 
completed  the  project.  The  developments  have 
made  the  area  safer  and  more  accessible  for  visitors. 


Facilities  Improved/Completed 

Kremmling  Bunkhouse 

Northwest  District  Office 


Bridges  Improved/Constructed 

Alpine  Gulch  Bridge  Repair 

Southwest  District  Office 


A 3,100-square-foot 
bunkhouse  for  seasonal 
BLM  employees  is 
under  construction 
in  Kremmling,  using 
$648,000  in  ARRA 
funding. The  eight- 
bedroom  facility,  which 
can  accommodate  13 
employees,  is  critical 
to  recruiting  seasonal 
workers  in  a community  with  limited  housing.  The 
previous  bunkhouse  had  become  unusable,  owing 
to  age  and  condition.  Seasonal  workers  support  the 
work  of  the  BLM-Colorado's  Kremmling  Field  Office. 


The  $56,000  Alpine 
Gulch  Bridge  Repair 
Project  is  one  of  two 
bridge  repair  projects 
that  received  ARRA 
funding  in  Colorado. 
The  bridge  is  located  in 
Hinsdale  County  and 
provides  access  to  spectacular  hiking  opportunities  at 
some  of  Colorado's  famous  14,000-foot  peaks.  BLM- 
Colorado  is  currently  installing  structural  braces  and 
improved  rails  to  ensure  safe  passage  across  the  bridge. 
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BLM-EASTERN  STATES 

ARRA  PROJECT  HIGHLIGHTS 


Approximately  $2.5  million  in  ARRA  funding  is 
supporting  projects  at  the  BLM-Eastern  States.  Most  of 
the  funding  is  for  work  on  four  projects  to  improve  the 
BUVTs  Jupiter  Inlet  Lighthouse  Outstanding  Natural  Area 
in  Florida,  a unit  of  the  National  Landscape  Conservation 
System.  These  will  be  completed  in  FY  2011.  A fifth 
project,  completed  in  FY  2010,  improved  safety  and 
environmental  management  of  the  trail  system  at 
another  popular  eastern  site  managed  by  the  BLM — 
the  Meadowood  Special  Recreation  Management  Area 
in  Northern  Virginia,  about  1 8 miles  south  of  Washington, 
DC.  Details  about  these  projects  are  provided  below. 
For  more  information  on  these  and  other  ARRA- 
funded  projects,  visit  us  at  www.blm.gov. 


The  project  will  replace  security  fencing;  upgrade 
visitor  use  paths;  install  irrigation  for  native  plantings; 
bury  electrical  lines;  construct  a ramp  for  improved 
accessibility;  design  and  install  interpretive  signage; 
construct  a replica  pioneer  shed/well;  and  clean,  repair, 
and  stabilize  the  lighthouse's  first  order  Fresnel  lens. 

During  excavations,  archaeologists  discovered  an 
intact  cistern  under  the  original  lighthouse  keeper's 
house.  The  fine  workmanship  and  beautiful  condition 
of  this  find  will  provide  an  excellent  opportunity  for 
further  interpretation  of  the  keeper's  house  and  the 
site's  archaeology. 


Capital  Improvements 

Jupiter  Inlet  Lighthouse  Outstanding 
Natural  Area  Stabilization  and 
Infrastructure  Improvements 

Jackson  Field  Office 

Using  $487,950 
of  ARRA  funding, 
improvements  to 
infrastructure  are 
preserving  historic  and 
prehistoric  resources, 
while  enhancing  the 
visitor  experience 
at  the  Jupiter 
Inlet  Lighthouse 
Outstanding  Natural 
Area  in  Florida.  Work 
is  being  accomplished  through  a partnership  with 
the  Loxahatchee  River  Historical  Society,  which  has 
hired  several  local  contractors.  One  such  contractor,  a 
member  of  the  Seminole  Tribe,  constructed  a replica 
of  a traditional  chickee  (shelter  of  thatch  and  logs). 


Trails  Improved/Constructed 

Meadowood  Trail  Reconstruction, 
Relocation,  Repair,  and  Improvement 

Lower  Potomac  Field  Station 


In  2001  the  BLM-Eastern  States  assumed  management 
responsibility  for  the  Meadowood  Special  Recreation 
Management  Area  in  Northern  Virginia.  Prior  to  that 
the  area  was  a working  farm  and  home  to  numerous 
old  trails  that  were  steep,  generally  unsafe,  severely 
eroded,  and  causing  water  quality  problems.  Thanks 
to  some  very  dedicated  BLM  employees,  volunteers, 
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and  contractors,  and  $350,000  of  Recovery  Act 
funding,  the  BLM-Eastern  States  rebuilt  3 miles  of 
trails,  constructed  1 mile  of  new  trail,  rebuilt  a stream 
crossing  washed  out  by  heavy  rains,  and  constructed 
a new  trailhead.  Many  hikers,  equestrians,  runners, 
bird  watchers,  and  other  members  of  the  recreating 
public  now  safely  enjoy  a trail  system  that  not  only 
traverses  Meadowood's  peaceful  forests  and 
meadows  but  also  connects  Meadowood  to  the 
nearby  1 ,000-acre  Pohick  Bay  Regional  Park  along 
the  Potomac  River. 

Deferred  Maintenance 

Jupiter  Inlet  Lighthouse 
and  Keeper's  Building 
Restoration  and  Stabilization 

Jackson  Field  Office 


The  BLM  will  use  Recovery  Act  funding  for  the 
contracted  restoration  of  the  Jupiter  Inlet  lighthouse 
keeper's  workshop,  one  of  the  three  original  historic 
structures  at  the  Outstanding  Natural  Area  located 
on  Florida's  east  coast.  This  work  will  increase  safety 
for  visitor  interpretation  activities.  The  second  part  of 
the  project  uses  $61 2,600  of  Recovery  Act  funding  for 
deferred  maintenance.  Efforts  will  include  lead  and 
asbestos  abatement,  repair  of  tower  windows,  and 
repainting  of  the  lighthouse  interiors,  handrails,  and 
other  features  using  paint  appropriate  for  historic 
preservation. 


Habitat  Restoration 

Jupiter  Inlet  Lighthouse 
Outstanding  Natural  Area 
Engineering  Design  Contract 

Jackson  Field  Office 

Recovery  Act  funds 
are  being  used  for  an 
engineering  design 
project  intended  to 
stabilize  the  Indian 
River  (Intracoastal 
Waterway)  shoreline. 
The  goal  is  to  improve  public  safety  and  enhance 
habitat  for  the  endangered  West  Indian  manatee. 
Members  of  the  community  provided  valuable 
information  and  input  for  the  design  during  a public 
meeting  on  the  project.  The  BLM  is  also  working 
in  partnership  with  Palm  Beach  County  on  the 
engineering  design  and  on  the  development  of 
permit  packages  that  will  allow  construction  to  occur 
pending  additional  funding. 

Trails  Improved/Constructed 

Jupiter  Inlet  Lighthouse 
Outstanding  Natural  Area 
National  Icon  Trail  Construction 

Jackson  Field  Office 

Using  $604,476 
in  Recovery  Act 
funding,  the  BLM  will 
construct  2 miles  of 
trail  and  an  associated 
trailhead,  parking 
area,  boardwalk,  and 
wetland  overlook. 
Interpretive  signage  will  highlight  the  rich  cultural 
history  and  prehistoric  inhabitants  of  this  popular 
location  in  Florida.  The  trail  will  help  protect  more 
than  1 8 special  status  plant  and  animal  species,  while 
providing  an  enhanced  recreation  experience  for 
visitors. 
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ARRA  PROJEC 


BLM-IDAHO 

HIGHLIGHTS 


Habitat  Restoration 

Fence  Replacement  Projects 

Idaho  Statewide 


In  undertaking  47  ARRA-funded  projects,  the 
BLM-ldaho  has  applied  much  of  its  approximately 
$12  million  by  upgrading  recreation  amenities, 
repairing  bridges,  resurfacing  roads,  and  improving 
accessibility.  The  BLM  has  also  helped  restore  habitat 
in  Idaho  by  eradicating  invasive  weeds  and  installing 
wildlife  friendly  fences.  Described  below  in  more 
detail  are  a few  of  the  BLM's  major  ARRA  projects  in 
the  State.  For  more  information  about  these  and  other 
ARRA-funded  projects,  visit  us  at  www.blm.gov. 

Renewable  Energy  Projects 

Land  Status  Renewable  Energy 
Updates/Case  Records  Verification 

Idaho  State  Office 


Approximately  $1 .3  million  are  funding  the  digitization 
of  250,000  control  data  indices  (originally  in  microfilm), 
which  are  used  to  determine  the  availability  of  public 
lands  for  energy  development.  In  addition,  land 
and  survey  professionals  have  been  able  to  improve 
Geographic  Information  System  depictions  in  the 
Public  Land  Survey  System  through  field  collection  of 
data  and  verification  of  GPS  positions. 


The  BLM  modified  or  replaced  approximately  150 
miles  of  rangeland  fence  across  southern  Idaho  to 
incorporate  design  features  that  will  aid  or  allow 
movement  of  wildlife.  For  example,  projects  changed 
wire  spacing  and  fence  height  and  replaced  barbed 
wire  with  smooth  wire.  ARRA  funding  of  $874,000 
paid  for  these  projects. 

Facilities  Improved/Completed 

Blue  Creek  Bay  Day-Use  Development 

Coeur  d'Alene  Field  Office 

Acquired  by  the  BLM  in  1 998,  the  736-acre  Blue 
Creek  Bay  site  represents  important  public  access  to 
Lake  Coeur  d'Alene,  where  98  percent  of  the  shore 
is  privately  owned.  After  conducting  a community- 
based  planning  effort,  the  BLM  used  a total  of  $278,000 
in  ARRA  funding  to  design  and  build  facilities  that 
will  maintain  the  natural  visual  character  of  the 
inlet.  Visitors  may  now  enjoy  nonmotorized  boating, 
swimming,  fishing,  and  picnicking,  and  may  explore 
quiet  forest  groves  while  in  search  of  native  wildlife 
just  6 miles  outside  of  fast-growing  Coeur  d'Alene. 


Through  an  agreement  with  a local  partner,  Framing 
Our  City,  the  BLM  reduced  hazardous  fuels  on  1 50 
acres  of  public  lands  surrounding  Elk  City.  By  thinning, 
pruning,  and  piling  overgrown  forest  vegetation,  BLM- 
ldaho  has  created  a fuel  break  that  will  protect  home 


Hazardous  Fuels  Reduction 

Elk  City  Transportation  Corridor 

Cottonwood  Field  Office 
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sites  in  the  wildland  interface  and  improve  habitat 
for  mule  deer,  elk,  and  moose.  By  hiring  local  workers, 
the  BLM's  forest  restoration  projects  are  helping  put 
residents  back  to  work  in  an  area  that  has  suffered 
from  the  loss  of  timber-related  jobs.  ARRA  funds 
totaling  $150,000  were  used  for  this  project. 


Capital  Improvements 

Cottonwood  Field  Office 
Administration  Complex  Rewire 

Cottonwood  Field  Office 


The  electrical  wiring  at 
the  BLM's  Cottonwood 
Field  Office  complex 
was  more  than  40 
years  old  and  built 
only  to  residential 
code  standards.  With 
computers,  modern 
office  equipment,  and  air  conditioning  units  straining 
the  system,  an  update  was  needed. 

Using  $74,000  of  Recovery  Act  funding,  the  BLM  was 
able  to  contract  the  rewiring  of  the  entire  Cottonwood 
Field  Office  complex  to  bring  the  building  up  to 
code.  LiveWire  Electric,  a new  company  in  the  area, 
contracted  to  do  the  work,  which  included  replacing 
load  centers,  switch  boxes,  and  outlet  boxes.  These 
projects  assisted  the  local  electrician  in  repaying 
a startup  loan  and  provided  work  for  apprentices. 


Trails  Improved/Constructed 

Rotarun  Trail 

Shoshone  Field  Office 


A special,  1 -mile  segment  of  mountain  bike  trail  was 
constructed  near  Hailey  to  help  complete  the  Croy 
CreekTrail  System. The  BLM  developed  this  trail 
network  in  response  to  resident  requests  for  more 
scenic  trails  on  BLM-managed  lands  near  town.  The 
new  segment  is  a "flow"  trail — built  specifically  for 
mountain  biking  and  enhanced  to  provide  maximum 
fun  and  flow.  Blaine  County  officials  welcomed  the 
Recovery  Act  funding  of  $37,000  and  stated  there 
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trail  without  it. 


Deferred  Maintenance 

Comfort  Station  and  Walkway 
Replacement,  Milner  and 
Lud  Drexler  Sites 

Burley  Field  Office 

In  an  effort  to  accommodate  increasing  visitor  use  and 
improve  accessibility,  the  BLM  used  $360,000  in  ARRA 
funding  to  replace  degraded  vault  toilet  facilities  and 
walkways  at  the  Milner  Historic  Recreation  Area  and 
Lud  Drexler  Park. The  Milner  Historic  Recreation  Area 
preserves  Oregon  Trail  wagon  wheel  ruts;  Lud  Drexler 
Park  is  located  on  the  shore  of  Salmon  Falls  Creek 
Reservoir.  Both  sites  are  increasingly  popular  and  have 
noted  record  visitation  and  use  in  recent  years. 


Roads  Improved/Constructed 

Big  Baja  and  Chinese  Peak  Roads 

Birds  of  Prey  National  Conservation  Area 
and  Pocatello  Field  Office 

The  BLM  graveled  the 
22-mile  Big  Baja  Road 
in  the  Morley  Nelson 
Snake  River  Birds  of  Prey 
National  Conservation 
Area  in  order  to 
encourage  use  of  the 
established  route  and  prevent  damage  to  sensitive 
wildlife  habitat  adjacent  to  the  road.  ARRA  funds  of 
$497,000  paid  for  the  project. 

Each  spring,  erosion  on  the  Chinese  Peak  Road  just 
east  of  Pocatello  made  the  route  impassable  for 
recreational  traffic  and  blocked  access  to  communications 
facilities  at  the  summit.  Reconstruction  and 
realignment  of  this  heavily  traveled  road  have  made 
the  3-mile  route  safer  for  recreational  and  commercial 
drivers,  improved  access  to  1 2 communications  sites, 
and  will  greatly  decrease  perennial  erosion  problems. 
ARRA  funds  of  $463,000  paid  for  this  project. 
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BLM-MONTANA/DAKOTAS 

ARRA  PROJECT  HIGHLIGHTS 


BLM-Montana/Dakotas  received  more  than  $20  million 
in  ARRA  funding,  which  has  made  possible  70 
projects.  Abandoned  mine  remediation  is  putting 
about  a third  of  this  money  to  work.  ARRA  funding  is 
also  supporting  other  priorities,  including  deferred 
maintenance,  improvements  to  roads,  bridges,  and 
trails,  and  habitat  restoration. To  illustrate,  BLM- 
Montana/Dakotas  stabilized  a historic  cabin,  assessed 
the  condition  of  73  dams,  and  improved  sage-grouse 
habitat.  Some  of  the  major  projects  undertaken 
by  this  State  Office  are  described  below.  For  more 
information  on  these  and  other  projects,  visit  us  at 
www.blm.gov. 


Habitat  Restoration 

Invasive  Species  Management 
Upper  Missouri  River  Breaks 
National  Monument 

Central  Montana 

The  BLM  accomplished  two  important  projects  in 
central  Montana  with  $78,000  of  ARRA  funding.  First, 
through  contracted  services,  the  BLM  was  able  to 
push  back  invasive  Russian  olive  trees  in  the  Upper 
Missouri  River  Breaks  National  Monument.  Stands  of 
these  nonnative  trees  had  begun  to  alter  this  mature 
habitat,  replacing  native  trees  and  shrubs.  Workers 
removed  the  Russian  olive  trees  and  applied  herbicide 
to  the  stumps  left  behind  across  514  acres. 

In  addition,  the  BLM  partnered  with  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture's  Animal  and  Plant  Health  Inspection 
Service-Plant  Protection  and  Quarantine  (APHIS-PPQ) 
to  control  invasive  plants  statewide  through  the  use 
of  biological  control  insects.  Relying  on  ARRA  funds, 
the  project  hired  workers  to  assess  the  presence  and 
collectability  of  five  species  of  such  insects.  Of  the 
602,000  insects  dispersed  across  the  country,  244,000 


were  released  at  the  Upper  Missouri  River  Breaks 
National  Monument  as  a control  agent  for  the  invasive 
Russian  knapweed.  APHIS-PPQ  and  the  BLM  also 
cooperated  on  the  initial  release  of  a new  biological 
agent  for  the  knapweed. 


Habitat  Restoration 

Winter  Range/Riparian 
Habitat  Restoration 

Missoula  Field  Office 


The  Missoula  Field 
Office  dedicated 
$77,000  in  ARRA 
funding  to  the 
treatment  of  noxious 
weeds  on  1,310 
acres  of  priority 
wildlife  habitat, 
supplementing  and 
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enhancing  the  BLM's  continuing  efforts  to  manage 
noxious  weeds  on  public  lands.  Funds  were  used 
to  make  cost-effective  improvements  in  native 
vegetation  along  important  riparian  corridors  and 
on  critical  elk  and  deer  winter  rangelands.  In  certain 
locations,  habitat  improvements  will  also  directly 
benefit  federally  listed,  threatened  or  endangered 
species,  such  as  grizzly  bears,  Canada  lynx,  gray 
wolves,  and  bull  trout.  Treated  lands  are  located  in  the 
upper  Blackfoot  River  drainage,  lower  Blackfoot  River 
Corridor,  and  Flint  Creek  drainage.  Combinations  of 
aerial  and  ground-based  treatments  were  used. 

Four  local  contracting  firms  were  hired  through  the 
BLM/Powell  County  Assistance  Agreement,  employing 
people  throughout  the  summer.  Many  of  the  projects 
were  implemented  with  other  ongoing  projects, 
resulting  in  greater  benefits  across  larger  landscapes. 


Deferred  Maintenance 

Montana  Radio  Site  Improvements 

Montana  Statewide 


Habitat  Restoration 

Cultural  Resource  Inventories 
Upper  Missouri  River  Breaks 
National  Monument 

Central  Montana 


With  ARRA  funding 
of  $49,1 00,  the  BLM 
hired  Aaberg  Cultural 
Resource  Consulting 
Service  to  inventory 
and  evaluate  cultural 
resources  along  the 
Nez  Perce  National 
Historic  Trail  within  the  Cow  Creek  Wilderness  Study 
Area  of  the  Upper  Missouri  River  Breaks  National 
Monument.  Workers  identified  fragile  cultural  resources 
associated  with  late  1 9th  century  steamboat  travel, 
as  well  as  the  site  of  a skirmish  from  the  1877  Nez 
Perce  War.  ARRA  funds  have  not  only  made  it  possible 
for  the  BLM  to  protect  and  manage  these  previously 
undiscovered  remnants  of  history;  they  have  also 
exposed  a younger  work  force  to  this  important  work. 


With  ARRA  funding 
of  $162,000,  BLM- 
Montana/Dakotas 
installed  security 
fencing  at  six  sites  and 
upgraded  electrical 
systems  at  nine  sites  to 
address  findings  in  the 
2008  safety  and  health  audits  for  telecommunications 
sites.  Contractor-installed  fencing  and  electrical 
modifications  completed  by  employees  and 
contractors  were  accomplished  in  accordance 
with  required  standards  for  telecommunications 
sites.  ARRA  funding  is  supporting  safer  sites  for 
BLM  and  contract  workers,  and  it  is  providing  more 
vandal  resistant  sites  that  will  keep  the  BLM's  radio 
communications  functioning  for  both  routine  and 
emergency  needs. 


Deferred  Maintenance 

Fort  Meade  Byway 

Eastern  Montana/Dakotas  District  Office 


Before  After  (but  before  reseeding) 

With  ARRA  funding  of  $700,000,  the  BLM-Eastern 
Montana/Dakotas  District  was  able  to  re-gravel  and 
repair  4.5  miles  of  the  Fort  Meade  Back  Country  Byway. 
The  road,  located  near  Sturgis,  South  Dakota,  offers  scenic 
views  and  is  heavily  used  during  the  Sturgis  Motorcycle 
Rally  in  early  August  each  year.  The  byway  had  not  been 
graveled  in  26  years  and  required  maintenance  to  meet 
current  road  standards. The  project  helped  preserve 
the  historical  resources  and  recreational  value  of  the 
Fort  Meade  Recreation  Area,  while  addressing  several 
safety  concerns  along  the  byway  (including  a slump 
area,  as  shown  in  the  "before"  and  "after"  photos  above). 
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BLM-NEVADA 

ARRA  PROJECT  HIGHLIGHTS 


BLM-Nevada  is  working  on  51  projects  supported  by 
ARRA  funds  of  more  than  $27  million.  In  addition  to 
remediating  about  1 30  abandoned  mines  statewide, 
BLM-Nevada  will  construct  an  administrative  facility 
and  visitor's  center  for  the  Black  Rock  Desert-High 
Rock  Canyon  Emigrant  Trails  National  Conservation 
Area  (NCA)  near  Gerlach.The  joint-use  compound 
will  support  management  of  the  NCA  and  other 
public  lands  in  northwestern  Nevada.  More  detailed 
descriptions  of  some  of  the  BLM's  major  ARRA  projects 
in  Nevada  appear  below.  For  more  information  about 
these  and  other  ARRA-funded  projects,  visit  us  at 
www.blm.gov. 


Habitat  Restoration 

Tuscarora  Sage-Grouse 
Habitat  Restoration 

Elko  District  Office 


Using  $937,000  of  ARRA  funding,  the  BLM's  Elko 
District  Office  initiated  the  Tuscarora  Sage-Grouse 
Habitat  Restoration  Project  to  improve  and  restore 
more  than  1 0,000  acres  of  sage-grouse  habitat 
destroyed  by  wildfires  in  northeastern  Nevada  during 


the  past  20  years.  Habitat  restoration  will  also  benefit 
many  other  wildlife  species,  improve  the  health  of 
the  watershed,  and  reduce  the  risk  of  catastrophic 
wildfires.  Project  work  includes  drill  seeding,  fencing, 
cultural  inventory,  herbicide  treatments,  harrowing, 
and  aerial  seeding. 


Roads  Improved/Constructed 

Indian  Creek  Recreation  Area 
Road  Reconstruction 

Carson  City  District  Office 


With  Recovery  Act  funding  of  $71 1,000,  the  BLM's 
Carson  City  District  Office  reconditioned  and  paved 
a campground  road  and  parking  areas  at  the  Indian 
Creek  Recreation  Area.  The  work  was  completed  by 
a local  contractor,  which  employed  workers  from  the 
local  community. The  road  project  has  benefited  the 
public  by  improving  access  to  the  campground  and 
surrounding  areas. 
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Capital  Improvements 

Black  Rock  National  Conservation 
Area,  Administrative  Facility 

Winnemucca  District  Office 


The  Black  Rock  National  Conservation  Area 
administrative  facility  and  visitor  center  is  under 
construction  in  the  Winnemucca  District  near  Gerlach, 
thanks  to  $3.5  million  in  ARRA  funding.  The  project 
will  employ  contract  workers,  and  economic  benefits 
to  the  Gerlach  area  are  expected  to  be  substantial. 
Work  will  provide  a much  needed  visitor  area  and 
administrative  space  for  the  Black  Rock  Desert-High 
Rock  Canyon  Emigrant  Trails  National  Conservation  Area. 

Renewable  Energy  Projects 

Nevada  Solar-Powered  Facilities 

Nevada  State  Office 

Using  $1 .64  million  of  Recovery  Act  funding,  BLM- 
Nevada  will  install  power-generating  solar  panels — 
some  doubling  as  parking  shade  structures — at  six 
locations  in  the  Southern  Nevada,  Ely,  and  Battle 
Mountain  districts.  The  projects,  which  will  take  about 
5 months  to  finish,  will  employ  contract  workers  and 


provide  a sustainable  source  of  power  for  BLM  fire 
stations  and  other  facilities. 

Abandoned  Mines  Addressed 

Rip  Van  Winkle  Abandoned  Mine 
Land  Closure 

Elko  District  Office 


Relying  on  $326,000  in  ARRA  funding,  the  Rip  Van 
Winkle  Abandoned  Mine  Land  Closure  Project  has 
successfully  removed  tailings  from  the  Rip  Van  Winkle 
mill  and  tailings  site  on  Coon  Creek,  a tributary  of 
Maggie  Creek  and  the  Humboldt  River  in  northeastern 
Nevada.  Maggie  Creek  is  habitat  for  Lahontan 
cutthroat  trout,  a federally  listed,  threatened  species. 

In  addition  to  returning  9 acres  of  previously 
contaminated  land  to  productive  wildlife  and 
range  habitat,  the  project  eliminated  ongoing 
contamination  of  Maggie  Creek  and  the  Humboldt 
River  by  acidic,  metal-laden  drainage.  The  work  was 
performed  by  local  contractors  and  subcontractors 
under  the  direction  of  the  BLM  and  the  U.S.  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers,  and  use  of  local  workers, 
equipment,  and  materials  benefited  the  local  economy. 
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BLM-NEW  MEXICO 

ARRA  PROJECT  HIGHLIGHTS 


ARRA  funding  of  more  than  $28  million  is  supporting 
38  projects  at  the  BLM-New  Mexico.  Most  notably, 
ARRA  projects  are  improving  recreation  areas, 
constructing  a "green"  district  office  building, 
producing  renewable  energy  authorizations,  and 
restoring  habitat.  More  detailed  descriptions  of  a few 
of  the  ARRA-funded  projects  in  New  Mexico  appear 
below.  For  additional  information  about  these  and 
other  projects,  visit  us  at  www.blm.gov. 


place  wildlife  friendly  fences  around  each  wildlife 
water  source.  The  BLM  awarded  the  $1.3  million 
project  contract  to  URS  Group  Inc.,  which  is  using  local 
subcontractors  to  complete  the  work. 

Habitat  Restoration 

Woodland  Restoration  Treatments 

Albuquerque  District  Office 


Capital  Improvements 

Solar-Powered  Wildlife  Water  Wells 

Carlsbad  Field  Office 


A woodland  habitat  restoration  project  improved 
225  acres  of  deer  and  elk  habitat  and  produced  424 
cords  of  fuel  wood  in  the  BLM's  El  Malpais  National 
Conservation  Area,  south  of  Grants.  The  area  is 
characterized  by  flat  to  gently  sloping  rangelands; 
however,  dense  stands  of  pinon-juniper  have  been 
encroaching  on  the  native  grasslands. The  project, 
part  of  a joint  fire  management  plan  of  the  BLM  and 
the  National  Park  Service,  mechanically  thinned  this 
overgrowth  to  restore  native  grasslands,  improve 
watershed  health  and  habitat,  and  reduce  hazardous 
fuels.  The  contract  used  $78,000  in  ARRA  funding. 


Trails  Improved/Constructed 

Travel  Management  Plan 

Taos  Field  Office 


To  improve  wildlife  habitat  in  the  Aplomado  Falcon 
Special  Management  Area  of  New  Mexico,  the  BLM 
designed  and  constructed  1 4 wildlife  water  pipelines 
that  will  provide  water  to  the  prey  base  (small  birds, 
reptiles,  rodents,  and  insects)  of  the  endangered 
falcon. The  pipelines,  which  have  photovoltaic 
pumping  systems,  valves,  vents,  troughs,  and  storage 
tanks,  will  deliver  water  for  wildlife  at  intermittent 
intervals.  Using  ARRA  funds,  the  project  replaced  3 
well-water  pumps  with  solar-powered  pumps  and 
installed  1 0 in-line  solar  booster  pumps,  and  it  will 


September  2009. 

This  $170,000  ARRA- 
funded  project  surveyed  300  miles  of  roads  and 
trails  and  updated  an  18-year-old  inventory  with 
precise  mapping  of  known  routes.  Signage  and  route 


With  a crew  of  young 
adults,  implementation 
of  the  Taos  Travel 
Management  Plan 
began  on  the  255,000- 
acre  Taos  Plateau  in 
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numbers  were  then  added  to  all  primary  and  many 
secondary  routes.  Another  met  objective  was  the 
rehabilitation  or  closure  of  unauthorized  roads  and  trails. 


Deferred  Maintenance 

New  Farmington  Office 
Green  Building 

Farmington  District  Office 


Construction  fora 
new,  energy  efficient 
building  to  house  the 
BLM's  Farmington 
District  Office  is 
on  schedule. The 
BLM  used  $1 1.5 
million  in  ARRA 
funding  to  contract  with  Smith  Construction 
Management,  LLC,  of  Glendale,  Arizona,  which 
will  employ  subcontractors  from  the  local  area. 

The  new,  30,000-square-foot  office  building  and 
6,000-square-foot  warehouse  will  meet  Leadership 
in  Environmental  Engineering  Design  (LEED)  Gold 
certification  standards  for  energy  efficiency  and 
sustainability.  To  offset  30  percent  of  the  building's 
yearly  demand  for  electricity,  BLM-New  Mexico  will 
install  a solar-powered  energy  system  on  the  roof 
of  both  buildings,  using  7,520  square  feet  of  solar 
panels.  The  office  building  will  also  be  equipped  with 
light  occupancy  sensors;  water  efficient  technologies 
include  dual  flush  toilets  and  drip  irrigation. The 
project  is  scheduled  for  completion  in  201 1 . 


Deferred  Maintenance 

Campground  Shelter  Replacements 

Las  Cruces  District  Office 

Using  $703,000  in  ARRA  funding,  the  BLM  hired  a 
local  contractor,  Specialized  Steel  Contractors,  Inc., 
to  install  55  pre-engineered  square  steel  shelters  and 


to  enlarge  55  existing  pads  at  the  Aguirre  Springs 
Campground.  The  project  also  dismantled  nine  steel 
pipe  shelters,  50  steel  pipe  and  wood  tables,  and 
two  vault  toilets.  The  only  high-country  campground 
in  the  region,  Aguirre  Springs  draws  60,000  visitors 
year-round.  Outdoor  enthusiasts  may  enjoy  not  only 
camping  but  also  hiking,  horseback  riding,  picnicking, 
and  wildlife  watching.  The  area  offers  spectacular 
views  of  theTularosa  Basin  and  White  Sands  National 
Monument  as  well  as  a Chihuahuan  Desert  habitat 
bounded  by  the  uniquely  beautiful  Organ  Mountains. 


Roads  Improved/Constructed 

Various  Road  Projects 

Albuquerque  and  Las  Cruces  District  Offices 

The  Albuquerque  District  Office  supervised  5 miles 
of  road  construction  at  the  Kasha-KatuweTent 
Rocks  National  Monument  with  $2.3  million  in  ARRA 
funding.  The  Las  Cruces  District  Office  used  $1.2 
million  in  ARRA  funds  to  manage  chip  sealing  of  more 
than  1 4.6  miles  of  road  between  Aguirre  Springs 
Recreation  Area  and  Dripping  Springs  Natural  Area. 
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BLM-OREGON/WASHINGTON 

ARRA  PROJECT  HIGHLIGHTS 


A total  of  68  projects  has  been  made  possible  by  the 
$39  million  in  ARRA  funding  given  to  BLM-Oregon/ 
Washington,  which  is  directing  the  money  to  habitat 
restoration,  deferred  maintenance,  improvements 
in  roads,  bridges,  and  trails,  and  other  projects.  For 
example,  the  BLM  is  replacing  aging  public  drinking 
waterlines  at  several  popular  recreation  sites  and 
upgrading  culverts  that  had  limited  fish  passage. 
ARRA-funded  projects  are  also  removing  fire  fuels 
from  thousands  of  acres,  to  provide  biomass  for 
local  energy  production.  More  detailed  descriptions 
of  some  of  the  ARRA-funded  work  in  BLM-Oregon/ 
Washington  follow.  For  additional  information  on 
these  and  other  projects,  visit  us  at  www.blm.gov. 

Abandoned  Mines  Addressed 

Mine  Inventory  and  Remediation 

Medford  District  Office 

The  Medford 
District  Office 
hired  and  trained 
temporary  seasonal 
technicians — including 
summer  youth 
crews — to  inventory 
archaeological, 
wildlife,  and 
botanical  resources 
at  abandoned  mine 
sites.  The  crews 
located,  surveyed,  and 
prioritized  more  than 
400  sites  representing 
1,500  features, 
primarily  shafts  and  adits  (entries).  This  inventory  sets 
the  baseline  for  continued  corrective  actions.  Relying 
on  site  documentation  and  clearances  prepared 


with  the  assistance  of  contract  and  seasonal  workers, 
the  BLM-Oregon/Washington  issued  task  orders  for 
remediation  at  47  of  the  most  dangerous  sites  in  the 
district.  Half  of  that  work  has  already  been  completed. 

Development  continues  on  a Geographic  Information 
System  mapping  layer  that  can  help  identify  hazards 
during  fires  and  during  natural  resource  inventory 
and  planning  activities. The  project  used  $888,000  of 
Recovery  Act  funding. 


Construction  of  a new 
lookout  tower  in  the 
Lakeview  District  will 
soon  begin,  thanks 
to  $1.1  million  in 
ARRA  funding.  Green 
Mountain  Lookout, 
which  has  been  heavily 
used  for  fire  detection  for  more  than  50  years,  suffers 
from  such  structural  deficiencies  and  safety  hazards 
as  failing  floor  joists,  fractured  structural  beams,  loose 
railings,  cracked  decking,  and  inoperable  propane 
and  water  delivery  systems.  Problems  associated 
with  natural  deterioration  have  been  made  worse 
by  vandal  and  rodent  activity,  bullet  holes,  deficient 
insulation,  and  improper  grounding  of  tower  and 
telecommunications  equipment.  Recovery  Act  funds 
will  cover  the  costs  of  demolition  and  construction 
as  well  as  the  addition  of  an  access  road.  The  new 
lookout  tower  is  expected  to  be  completed  in  time  for 
the  201 1 fire  season. 


Deferred  Maintenance 

Green  Mountain  Lookout 

Lakeview  District  Office 
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Trails  Improved/Constructed 

Trail  Maintenance 

Medford  District  Office 


Work  on  the  BLM's 
designated  trails  in 
the  Medford  District  is 
focusing  on  deferred 
maintenance  needs. 

An  investment  of 
$371,000  has  funded 
37  weeks  of  youth  crew 
labor  from  The  Job 
Council,  AmeriCorps, 
Student  Conservation 
Association,  and  the 
Northwest  Youth 
Corps,  as  well  as  a BLM 
trail  crew.  Heavy  trail 
maintenance  brought 
more  than  60  miles 
of  designated  trails  to  standard  in  201 0.  Youth  crews 
will  complete  approximately  23  weeks  of  trail  work 
between  now  and  the  summer  of  201 1 to  help  ensure 
the  safe  and  enjoyable  use  of  these  trails. 


Deferred  Maintenance 

Steens  Loop  Road 

Burns  District  Office 


ARRA  funds  of  $5.5 
million  have  been 
allocated  for  deferred 
maintenance  of  the 
Steens  Loop  Road. 
Gradual  degradation  of 
the  road  crown  has  left 
most  areas  flat,  with 
a buildup  of  gravel  berms  along  road  edges.  These 
conditions  cause  poor  drainage  and  make  travel 
difficult  during  inclement  weather.  The  reconstruction 
project  consists  of  reestablishing  ditches,  reducing 
erosion  (by  placing  riprap  where  appropriate),  and 
restoring  adequate  cross-drainage.  Improvements  will 
benefit  hikers,  campers,  wildlife  watchers,  equestrians, 
and  others. 


The  project  has  employed  local  workers  to  complete 
rock  production  and  road  reconstruction.  The  local 
economy  has  further  benefited  from  the  opportunity 
for  local  merchants  and  suppliers  to  provide  fuel  and 
supplies  for  the  project  as  well  as  food  and  lodging 
to  workers. 


Roads  Improved/Constructed 

Crushed  Rock  Stockpiles 

Roseburg  District  Office 


More  than  1,000 
miles  of  roads  in  the 
Roseburg  District 
provide  access  to 
public  lands  for 
recreation,  fire  control, 
resource  management, 
and  public  and  private  timberland  activities. 
Maintaining  and  repairing  these  roads  for  safe  travel 
is  a BLM  priority.  Stockpiling  a supply  of  crushed  rock 
has  proved  to  be  the  most  cost-effective  and  efficient 
way  to  complete  those  repairs. 

ARRA  funding  of  $2.4  million  supported  a project  to 
place  crushed  rock  at  locations  across  the  Roseburg 
District,  so  that  road  maintenance  crews  will  be  able 
to  respond  quickly  to  resurfacing  needs.  The  BLM 
worked  closely  with  the  Douglas  Forest  Protective 
Association,  existing  rights-of-way  holders,  and 
Douglas  County  staff  to  select  and  establish  the  most 
strategic  supply  sites.  Members  of  the  community  and 
local  industry  have  strongly  supported  this  project. 


HIGHLIGHTS  AND  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


AMERICAN  RECOVERY  AND  REINVESTMENT  ACT  (ARRA) 


ARRA  PROJEC 


BLM-UTAH 

HIGHLIGHTS 


With  ARRA  funding  of  more  than  $33  million,  BLM- 
Utah  is  focusing  on  deferred  maintenance  and  capital 
improvements  within  the  context  of  46  projects 
occurring  statewide.  Security  lighting  and  heating 
and  water  systems  are  being  upgraded,  and  roads, 
bridges,  and  trails  improved.  BLM-Utah  has  made 
energy  efficiency  a component  of  a variety  of  projects, 
including  construction  of  two  "green"  buildings. 

See  below  for  more  detailed  descriptions  of  these 
and  other  ARRA-funded  projects.  For  additional 
information,  visit  us  at  www.blm.gov. 


Trails  Improved/Constructed 

Kanab  Travel  Management 
Implementation 

Kanab  Field  Office 


With  $385,000 
of  Recovery  Act 
funding,  the  Kanab 
Field  Office  installed 
transportation  route 
markers  on  more 
than  2,000  route 
intersections  within  a 
network  of  1,400  miles  of  motorized  routes  in  Kane 
and  Garfield  counties.  College  interns  with  the  Utah 
Conservation  Corps  conducted  most  of  the  work. 
Other  ARRA-funded  projects  closed  or  rehabilitated 
38  miles  of  routes.  Boy  Scouts,  volunteers,  and  partner 
groups  also  helped  create  an  interpretive  boardwalk, 
develop  off-highway  vehicle  staging  areas,  and  build 
a 2-mile  hiking  and  equestrian  trail.  These  projects  will 
enhance  people's  knowledge  of  public  land  resources 
and  their  awareness  of  land  ethics,  while  allowing 
them  to  navigate  more  easily  the  often  confusing 
network  of  motorized  routes  that  traverse  the  area. 


Capital  Improvements 

New  Kanab  Green  Building 

Grand  Staircase-Escalante  National  Monument 
and  Kanab  Field  Office 


A new  administrative  facility  in  Kanab,  Utah,  will 
provide  co-located  office  space  for  60  employees  of 
the  BLM's  Kanab  Field  Office  and  Grand  Staircase- 
Escalante  National  Monument  Headquarters, 
currently  housed  in  separate  locations.  ARRA  funds  of 
$8.7  million  are  being  used  to  build  the  facility,  which 
will  provide  office  space,  public  spaces,  a shared 
warehouse,  laboratory,  fire  cache,  and  yard  area. 

The  building  is  designed  to  meet  criteria  for  a LEED 
(Leadership  in  Energy  and  Environmental  Design) 
Gold  rating.  It  will  incorporate  energy  efficiency 
measures,  such  as  a 30-kilowatt  photovoltaic 
system  and  several  other  environmental  features. 
Consolidation  of  the  two  offices  into  one  low- 
maintenance,  conservation-oriented  building  will 
not  only  improve  coordination  among  employees 
but  also  save  energy,  resources,  and  money  over  the 
long  term. 
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Abandoned  Mines  Addressed 

Physical  Safety  Hazard  Inspections 

Utah  State  Office 


With  ARRA  funding  of  $797,000,  the  BLM  contracted 
URS  Group,  Inc.  to  inventory  271  mine  sites,  with 
approximately  436  features;  temporarily  secure 
physical  conditions  presenting  an  immediate  safety 
hazard;  and  provide  reclamation  designs  for  all 
features  needing  to  be  closed.  As  of  September  201 0, 
200  features  or  sites  had  been  inventoried,  21  sites 
temporarily  fenced,  1 1 bat  surveys  completed,  and 
research  on  mining  claims  had  begun. 


Roads  Improved/Constructed 

Chip  Seal  Pavement 
Maintenance  to  Needles 

Moab  Field  Office 


The  BLM  has  used 
ARRA  funding  to 
renew  all  21.5  miles  of 
the  Needles  Overlook 
State  Scenic  Backway 
for  the  first  time  in 
the  highway's  40-year 
history.  The  project 

cost  $678,231  and  included  road  shoulder  rebuilding, 
surface  repair  and  striping,  and  updating  of  signage. 


Improvements  will  significantly  enhance  safety  and 
access  for  the  estimated  49,700  annual  visitors  to  the 
Windwhistle  Campground,  Canyon  Rims  Recreation 
Area,  and  the  Needles  District  of  Canyonlands 
National  Park  who  are  drawn  to  the  area  by  its 
breathtaking  views. 


Facilities  Improved/Completed 

Fillmore  Field  Office  Building 

Fillmore  Field  Office 


The  BLM's  new,  10, 000-square -foot  Fillmore  Field 
Office  Building  replaces  a 30-year-old  structure  with 
significant  seismic  deficiencies.  Incorporating  many 
sustainable  and  energy  efficient  features,  the  building 
will  be  one  of  four  certified  LEED  Gold  buildings  on 
BLM-Utah  lands.  The  total  cost  of  the  project  was 
$2.9  million. 


Roads  Improved/Constructed 

Little  Sahara  Recreation  Area 

Fillmore  Field  Office 


Safety  in  the  Little 
Sahara  Recreation 
Area  has  benefited 
from  ARRA  funding  of 
$7.4  million  dedicated 
to  road  and  other 
improvements.  Years  of 
cracking  and  breaking 

road  surface  had  resulted  in  loose  asphalt  on  large 
sections  of  roadway,  while  frost  heaving  had  made 
the  surface  uneven.  The  project  constructed  a new 
asphalt  surface  on  approximately  1 6 miles  of  roadway, 
in  addition  to  replacing  18  culverts  and  51  signs. 
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BLM-WYOMING 

ARRA  PROJECT  HIGHLIGHTS 


Work  on  40  projects  in  Wyoming  has  been  funded 
by  about  $20  million  in  ARRA  funds.  For  example, 
BLM-Wyoming  is  promoting  renewable  energy  by 
producing  a "green  book"  that  will  provide  guidance 
to  the  renewable  energy  industry.  The  BLM  is  also 
improving  the  accuracy  of  the  Geographic  Coordinate 
Data  Base,  which  will  make  the  permit  application 
process  more  efficient.  In  addition,  the  Bureau  is 
remediating  abandoned  mines  at  1 9 sites  in  three 
regions  of  the  State.  More  detailed  illustrations  of 
ARRA-funded  efforts  in  Wyoming  are  provided  below. 
For  more  information  on  these  and  other  projects, 
visit  us  at  www.blm.gov. 


Renewable  Energy  Projects 

Visual  Resource  Inventory 

Rawlins  and  Rock  Springs  Field  Offices 


ARRA  funds  totaling  $358,000  are  being  used  to 
complete  a Visual  Resource  Inventory  for  the  Rawlins 
and  Rock  Springs  field  offices.  Work  includes  analyzing 
the  impacts  that  wind  and  geothermal  facilities  may 
have  on  the  existing  landscape  character,  including 
visual  quality  and  viewsheds.The  study  will  help 
determine  the  most  effective  camouflage  patterns 


and  application  methods  for  camouflage  materials  to 
use  for  buildings  and  facilities  related  to  renewable 
energy  development  in  these  areas. 

Roads  Improved/Constructed 

Road  Projects 

High  Desert  and  Wind  River/ 

Bighorn  Basin  District  Offices 

Using  approximately  $5.7  million  of  ARRA  funding, 
and  collaborating  with  the  Federal  Highway 
Administration  and  its  contractors,  BLM-Wyoming 
graveled  approximately  85  miles  of  road,  removed 
rock  outcrops  from  road  surfaces,  and  reconstructed 
2 miles  of  road  and  a gabion  crossing.  Recovery  Act 
funding  enabled  the  BLM  not  only  to  provide  better 
and  safer  road  surfaces  in  recreation  and  other  areas, 
and  more  reliable  routes  to  fishing  areas,  but  also 
to  restore  wildlife  habitats.  ARRA  projects  helped 
local  communities  by  contracting  with  a local  small 
business,  employing  truck  drivers,  and  buying 
supplies  from  nearby  towns. 

Abandoned  Mines  Addressed 

Abandoned  Mine  Site  Reclamation 

Wyoming  Statewide 

With  approximately  $1.2  million  in  ARRA  funding, 
BLM-Wyoming  is  barricading,  backfilling,  or  sealing 
35  abandoned  mine  openings,  5 subsidence  features, 
and  7 highwalls  at  1 9 different  sites  in  three  regions 
of  the  State.  Degraded  habitat  conditions  have  also 
been  addressed.  This  work  will  protect  the  public  from 
serious  injury,  substantially  reduce  soil  erosion,  and 
reestablish  natural  stream  channel  hydrology. 
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Capital  Improvements 

Scab  Creek  Campground 

Pinedale  Field  Office 


Trails  Improved/Constructed 

Baseline  Data  Collection 

Numerous  Field  Offices 


The  BLM  developed  seven  campsites  to  accommodate 
visitors  with  horses  at  Scab  Creek  Campground,  which 
is  near  a major  point  of  access  to  the  Bridger-Teton 
National  Forest. The  new  campsites  will  include  a 
tent  area,  picnic  tables,  and  fire  rings.  Signs  will  direct 
campers  with  horse  trailers  to  these  new  areas  suited 
to  their  needs,  which  will  be  separated  from  campsites 
for  campers  without  horses.  The  project  includes  a 
new  access  road  and  a horse  corral.  Eagle  Feather 
Construction  from  Roberts,  Idaho,  was  awarded  the 
contract  for  $ 1 77,870. 


Deferred  Maintenance 

Warren  Bridge  Foot  Trail 

High  Desert  District 


ARRA  funds  totaling 
$250,000  paid  for 
several  contractors 
to  define  the  Warren 
Bridge  FootTrail,  plant 
cottonwood  trees 
along  the  adjacent 
Green  River  corridor, 

and  conduct  a cultural  inventory.  The  Wyoming  Youth 
Conservation  Corps  constructed  the  trail.  Project 
work  will  enhance  visitors' enjoyment  of  this  popular 
recreation  area,  improve  wildlife  habitat,  and  provide 
important  archaeological  data. 


With  ARRA  funding  of  $530,41 5,  more  than  4,000 
miles  of  roads  and  trails  were  inventoried  by  BLM 
field  office  workers,  with  the  remaining  2,200  miles 
to  be  inventoried  by  the  Buffalo,  Newcastle,  Rawlins, 
and  Worland  field  offices.  Contractors  will  produce 
Geographic  Information  System-generated  maps 
for  areas  where  inventories  have  been  completed. 
Data  collected  from  this  inventory  will  be  used  in 
transportation  planning  and  will  benefit  BLM  and 
public  land  users  alike. 
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California  red-legged  frogs — a threatened 
species — will  benefit  from  the  excellent 
breeding  habitat  created  by  ARRA-funded 
improvements  to  three  ponds,  part  of  a 
project  encompassing  an  entire  watershed 
in  Merced,  San  Benito,  and  Fresno  counties. 
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